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THIRSTY ON THE CROSS
by Max Lucado

Jesus' final act on earth was intended to win your trust.
Through His thirst---through a sponge and a jar of cheap
wine---He leaves a final appeal....."You can trust ME"
Jesus. Lips cracked and mouth of cotton. Throat so dry
he couldn’t swallow, and voice so hoarse he could
scarcely speak. He is thirsty. To find the last time
moisture touched these lips you need to rewind a dozen
hours to the meal in the upper room. Since tasting that
cup of wine, Jesus has been beaten, spat upon, bruised,
and cut. He has been a cross-carrier and sin-bearer, and
no liquid has salved his throat. He is thirsty.
Why doesn’t he do something about it? Couldn’t he? Did
he not cause jugs of water to be jugs of wine? Did he
not make a wall out of the Jordan River and two walls
out of the Red Sea? Didn’t he, with one word, banish the
rain and calm the waves? Doesn’t Scripture say that he
“turned the desert into pools” (PSALM 107:35 NIV) and
“the hard rock into springs” (PSALM 114:8 NIV)?
Did God not say, “I will pour water on him who is
thirsty” (ISAIAH. 44:3NKJV)?
If so, why does Jesus endure thirst?
While we are asking this question, add a few more. Why
did he grow weary in Samaria (John 4:6), disturbed in
Nazareth (Mark 6:6), and angry in the Temple (John
2:15)? Why was he sleepy in the boat on the Sea of
Galilee (Mark 4:38), sad at the tomb of Lazarus (John
11:35), and hungry in the wilderness (Matt. 4:2)?
Why? And why did he grow thirsty on the cross?
He didn’t have to suffer thirst. At least, not to the level
he did. Six hours earlier he’d been offered drink, but he
refused it.
They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which
means The Place of the Skull). Then they offered him
wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they
crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to
see what each would get. (Mark 15:22–24 NIV, italics
mine)
Before the nail was pounded, a drink was offered. Mark
says the wine was mixed with myrrh. Matthew described
it as wine mixed with gall. Both myrrh and gall contain
sedative properties that numb the senses. But Jesus
refused them. He refused to be stupefied by the drugs,
opting instead to feel the full force of his suffering.
Why? Why did he endure all these feelings? Because he
knew you would feel them too.
He knew you would be weary, disturbed, and angry. He
knew you’d be sleepy, grief-stricken, and hungry. He

knew you’d face pain. If not the pain of the body, the
pain of the soul … pain too sharp for any drug. He knew
you’d face thirst. If not a thirst for water, at least a thirst
for truth, and the truth we glean from the image of a
thirsty Christ is—he understands.
And because he understands, we can come to him.
ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt
HEALING AT THE CROSS
We know when Jesus was crucified
Upon the wooden cross,
Our every sin was laid upon Him
All for loving the lost
And we know that when He rose again,
He conquered death and hell
Through His resurrection we have
Eternal life as well
For this we praise our gracious Lord
And thank Him for His love,
For we could never have had this hope
If it wasn't for His spilled blood
But we can know His resurrection power,
Right now, while we are here,
For we can come to the cross of Christ
And lay down our burdens there
For everything that may hold us back,
The hurts from yesterday,
At the foot of the cross we lay it down
And then just walk away
For I believe that there is healing
At the cross of Christ
We do not need to carry these loads,
For they've all been crucified
Receive from Jesus the healing you need
For your spirit, body and soul
Then you can arise, freed from your past
To walk completely whole
For what He accomplished on the cross
Goes on into eternity,
Just reach out your hand and He will too
And receive His victory.
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Activities for April 2019

Addison & Emma Wilkerson, Murray Lynch
Aubrey Oakes
Alisha Webster, John Moran
Kim Byrd, Steve Hutchins, Brianna Stowe
Tommy Moore
Thomas Hamlett
Deanna Jones, Joe Winchester
Kaelynn Leach, Judy Overby
Marvis Glasgow, Hurley Tate
Robert Bridges
Dean Thompson
April Black, Mike Walker, Ricky Gentry
Earle Moore
Ann Sykes
Barbara Reed
Annette Bridges
Joel Agosto
Cecil Shue
Don Shepherd
Buddy Danford, Mary Byrd

Each Wednesday Night-----------Adult Bible Study @ 6:30PM
Choir Practice @ 7:30PM
4/1----------------------------------Ladies Circles meets @ 6:30PM
4/3---------------Mt Zion Support @ 11:30AM----Cracker Barrel
4/7------------------------------Flower Fund---------Sunday School
4/8---------BOCE @ 7PM---------Deacons/Deaconesses after
4/14---------------------------------------------------------Palm Sunday
4/18--------------------Maundy Thursday Service w/Communion
4/20-----------------------------------Easter Egg Hunt-----2 til 4 PM
4/21----Resurrection Sunday--------Son-Rise Service @ 7AM
breakfast following
4/27--------------------------------Men's Prayer Breakfast @ 7AM
4/28----------------------------------------Deacon's Fund Collection
________________________________________________
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Robert & Annette Bridges, Larry & Phoebe Cole
Jim & Jeannie Parker
James & Toni Bowman
Haywood & Linda Shue, Gary & Heather Williams
Dean & Wanda Shue
Wayne & Kathy Powell Morrissette
Mark & Kimberly Oakley
Rodney & Laura Alvis
Russell & Jeanette Alvis
Danny & Lori Webster

________________________________________________

After you have found all the words, put the leftover
letters in the correct order to form the mystery answer.
Last month's answer: RIGHTEOUSNESS

On March 6th the Mt Zion Support Group met at
Blue Ribbon. There were 4 adults and one little
one present. They enjoyed a delicious meal and
warm fellowship. We will be going to Cracker
Barrel on April 3rd. Please join us at 11:30am.

Each month we will show an individual's favorite
hymn and Bible verse.

Libby Atkins

Psalm 23---The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be
in want.....(NIV)

Betty Terry
How Great Thou Art

