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IS AMERICA BLESSING GOD?
by Charles Stanley

Psalm 33:12 teaches, “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the LORD, the people whom He has chosen for His own
inheritance.” Our Creator has certainly blessed America in
tremendous ways:

e Abundant natural beauty can be found all across
our land, including tropical beaches, green
valleys, rich farmlands, towering mountains, and
the Great Plains.

¢ \We have a godly heritage. Fifty-two of the original
55 founding fathers who wrote our Constitution
were Christians, and they established our
country on Judeo-Christian values.

e Our land is blessed with plentiful natural resources,
including water, oil, ore, and fertile farm land.

e America’s free enterprise system allows almost
anyone the opportunity to rise from poverty to
wealth. Imaginative entrepreneurs have created
all kinds of inventions to improve our lives.
Compared to most nations in the world, the
United States has a high standard of living.

¢ \We enjoy the liberty to speak our minds, worship as
we choose, and live undisturbed, private lives.

e Our spiritual heritage is strong. We have been
blessed with intellectual spiritual giants such as
Jonathan Edwards, George Whitfield, John
Wesley, and Charles Finney. Through the years,
pastors, evangelists, and Bible teachers have
sustained that godly heritage.

Why would God bless America as He has? | believe the
reason is that He intends for us to influence the nations of
the world. Not only are we an example of liberty and
democracy, but we also have the resources and manpower
to take the gospel around the world—and in many respects,
the church has done just that. But what about the country
as a whole?

America’s Response

Sadly, we have taken God’s hand of blessing for granted,
declining to bless Him in return. We have:

e Removed prayer and the Word of God from our
schools.

e Legalized the murder of our unborn children.

e Tolerated all types of sexual immorality in our
citizenry and elected officials.

¢ Allowed sex and violence to dominate our
entertainment industry.

e Exported pornography to the world.

e Financed the lazy and irresponsible.

e Used our citizens’ hard-earned tax dollars to bribe
dictators who have then turned around and
attacked our nation.

e Tolerated liberalism from spiritual leaders who
doubt the inerrancy of the Bible.

e Lived reckless and undisciplined lives, satisfying
our desires in unrighteous ways.

In essence, America has told God, “Your principles no
longer matter to us. We don’t need You.” Yet we continue to
experience His abundant goodness. Why has the Lord
withheld His judgment for so long? | believe it is because
there are enough godly believers who cry out to Him on
behalf of our country. He has mercifully showered us with
His kindness. But this nation cannot stay on its present
course and expect to continue experiencing God’s blessing.

The Consequences

Scripture teaches, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap” (Gal. 6:7).
While this verse specifically refers to individuals, the
principle also applies to nations. This law affirms that we
reap what we sow, more than we sow, and later than we
SOwW.

In other words, we may not currently be harvesting all the
consequences of our rebellion, but that doesn’t mean our
nation will never be called to account. The Lord has chosen
to bless us in the past, but that is no guarantee that He will
continue to do so. He said:

I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a
kingdom to build up or to plant it; if it does evil in My
sight by not obeying My voice, then | will think better of
the good with which | had promised to bless it
(Jeremiah 18:9-10).

Our country cannot continue on its current path without
reaping God'’s judgment. Unless something changes, our
grandchildren will not experience the freedom, prosperity,
and opportunities that you and | enjoy today. As followers of
Christ, we have the responsibility to live holy lives. You and
| must speak out against indecency, immorality, and
unrighteous laws. We should participate in electing and
supporting godly leaders. Most of all, we are to share the
gospel. Our fellow citizens need to know about the freedom
and forgiveness Christ offers to all who surrender their lives
to Him.

There is still time for our nation to repent and turn back to
the Lord. He can sweep away the corruption in America,
turn our country around, and use her powerfully to make a
global impact for His name. Will you be a part of that
transformation?
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
Preston & Peyton Tate, Jonathan Alvis,
Frankie Moore
Madison Stanfield, Elizabeth Tatum
Tamara Isley, Dillon Byrd, Larry Cole
Amanda Shue, Tristan Alvis
Jackson Barts, Mark Gough,
Cole Bowland
Melba Jones, Michael Ray. Ronald Hughes
Kayleigh Martin
Allison Moran, Louise Wellons
Christopher Powell
Jerry Lane, Betty Oakley
Alton Miles
David Rogers
Jasmine Kirby, Kathy Morrissette
Max Greer, Jeff Tate, Jan Tate
Betty Terry, Christopher Rudder
Chris Tate, Shelbie Carter
Dennis Yeatts, Randal Cole
Ben Rimer, Mark Harris, Wayne Greenstock
Avery Greer, Clayton Bowman
Erlene Williams, Jerry Mullis
Brandon Singleton, Nicholas Davis
Grey Danford

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Wesley & Sandra Freshwater
Johnnie & Joyce Parker
James & Louise Wellons
Alton & Linda Miles
Max & Cynthia Greer
John & Allison Moran
Michael & Rhonda VanDusen
Bobby & Carol Williams

FAITH IN ACTION
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Accomplish, Assurance, Bear fruits,
Blessing, Confidence, Encourage,
Endurance, Faith, Foundation, Gods
grace, Gods will, Good deeds, Good
works, Guidance, Isaac, Justice, Moses,
MNoah, Murture, Obedience, Observation,

Peace, Perfection, Predestined, Purpose,

Rahab, Relationship, Righteous, Seek,
Spiritual, Truth, Understand

After you have found all the words, put
the leftover letters in the correct order to
form the mystery answer---last months
answer: COMMANDMENT

A PRAYER FOR AMERICA

Father God, my country is so divided by issues
great and small, no matter what we deal with, You
are sovereign over all. Protect those who are
vulnerable, and need a helping hand, look after
those who protect and serve us all across the
land.

Lord give us Grace that we all need to take care of
each other, help us see our countrymen as our
sisters and our brothers. Help us to have eyes like
Yours, only hearts to see, let mercy rule our hearts
and minds, good neighbors lets us be.

Bring wisdom back into our schools and civility to
discourse, let shame and guilt convict those who
mislead us with false reports. Unite our hearts and
minds in purpose, pursuing freedom’s call, for the
USA was founded upon free worship, after all.

So let our nation once again be honorable and
strong, let us embrace reason and for justice
always long. Forgive us when we lead astray the
children and the weak, help us better serve our
world and divine blessing seek.

Be with those who rule over us and guide their
decisions Lord, let laws be passed that are
dignified and based upon Your Word. Please
comfort widows, and orphans too, and those in
danger’s way, help us do more to improve their lot
each and every day.

As we guard the heart of this place, give us
strength we pray, to be honest and forthright and
stand for the USA. Please bless our country once
again as we offer praise anew, please bring us
unity, peace and hope and closer, God to You.
Amen
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